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(a) 3 Brilliant quotations
(b) 1 Nagging question (what do you really want to know)
(c) Summarize the chapter in a short paragraph
(d)  Key quotations (3 or more) as related to character 
analysis (word, actions, silence, inaction, etc.) & what it 
means; why its significant.

Daily Reading
JOURNAL
Assignment
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J.K. HUYSMAN’S
AGAINST (THE GRAIN) NATURE?
LORD HENRY & OSCAR WILDE

Chapter 2

The book Lord
Henry recalls
reading that

changed him.
Also a book that

Oscar once
described as

changing him.
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AUBREY BEARDSLEY
& THE YELLOW BOOK

Perhaps 
associated with
the book Lord
Henry sends to

Dorian after
the death of
Sybil Vane.

Beardsley and
Wilde worked 

together on
Salomé.
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WILDE ADVICE
Dorian Gray’s Lord Henry & the Bhagavad Gita

We are punished for our refusals. Every
impulse that we strive to strangle broods
in the mind, and poisons us.. The body sins
once, and has done with its sin, for action is
a mode of purification. Nothing remains then 
but the recollection of a pleasure, or the luxury
of a regret. The only way to get rid of a 
temptations is to yield to it. Resist it, and your
soul grows sick with longing for the
things it has forbidden to itself, with desire for
what its monstrous laws have made monstrous
and unlawful. (Lord Henry: The Picture of
Dorian Gray, pp. 18-19)

Thinking about sense objects will attach you
to sense objects; Grow attached, and you 
become addicted; Thwart your addiction,
it turns to anger; Be angry, and you confuse
your mind; Confuse your mind, you forget
the lesson of experience; Forget experience,
you lose discrimination; Lose 
discrimination,
and you miss life’s only purpose. (Sri 
Krishna:
The Bhagavad Gita, Ch. 2, The Yoga of
Knowledge, pp. 42-43)
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SYLLABUS
                                         

                            THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY
OSCAR WILDE
DR. DE HART

I.	
 OBJECTIVE
The student will read “The Picture of Dorian Gray” by Oscar Wilde and complete a series of shorter questions as well as essays, 
complete a final assignment with original artwork, music, and PowerPoint to demonstrate comprehension of this classic 19th century 
Gothic novel.

II.	
 READING ASSIGNMENTS
The student will be responsible to read large portions of the book each day and be prepared to discuss the reading, and may be asked to 
present to the class 1 significant event in the reading. Each day (a) no less than 3 quotations from the reading (properly cited); ((b) one 
nagging question for the class to consider/discuss the next day that arose out of the reading; (c) 1 paragraph chapter summary; (d) 
quotations to support character analysis (actions, inactions, words, silence, etc.) with why it is important, what it means (opinion)  

III.	
 LONGER ESSAY QUESTIONS that may be asked during class as a quiz

1.	
Who is Dorian? Can we define his true nature as either good or evil? When Basil says that the painting is the “real Dorian” is that 
true? How might Dorian have turned out if he had not met Lord Henry?

2.	
What role does art play in the Picture of Dorian Gray? What are each of the three main characters’ attitudes towards art? How do 
they think art functions in society?

3.	
What does Sibyl represent to Dorian? Does he really love her? Why does he leave her?
4.	
 Dorian rationalizes Basil’s accusations saying that every individual is responsible for his or her actions, and therefore for his or her 

downfall. Do you believe this? Likewise, is Dorian responsible for his own ruination, or is Lord Henry?

IV.	
 FINAL

1.	
 Select the 20 most poignant quotations from your reading of the Picture of Dorian Gray. With each quotation (properly cited and 
referenced) give a brief commentary (no less than 2 typed sentences) addressing (a) Why was this quotation selected (b) What is the 
actual meaning of the quotation (c) As a philosophy of life, how would this quotation fit into human experience if actually lived out 
to its true ideal?

2.	
 Give a comparison and contrast 3 page typed paper regarding the author’s life (Oscar Wilde) and the 3 main characters in the Picture 
of Dorian Gray. Use quotations from each character and site specific events in the life of the author (citing a biographical article or 
book on the author) as to how the character and their dialogue represents a comparison or contrast to Oscar Wilde at any particular 
time in his life.

3.	
 Draw a poster representing what you consider to be the primary theme of this novel.
EXTRA CREDIT
4.	
 Prepare a 5 minute Powerpoint presentation of your analysis of the Picture of Dorian Gray. Include quotations, overall analysis, 

illustrations, and appropriate music that would make the presentation effective in word, image, and content.

TO BE REVEALED ...

TO BE REVEALED ...
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THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY
BY OSCAR WILDE
New Sensation by Inxs

Cry baby cry
When you've got to get it out

I'll be your shoulder
You can tell me all
Don't keep it in ya

Well that's the reason why I'm here

Are you ready for a new sensation
A new sensation

Right now
Gonna take you on a new sensation

A new sensation

Hate baby hate
When there's nothing left for you

You're only human
What can you do
It'll soon be over

Don't let your pain take over you

Love baby love
It's written all over your face

There's nothing better we could do
Than live forever

Well that's all we've got to do

Hey now I'm gonna take a new sensation
A new sensation 

Live baby live
Now that the day is over

I got a new sensation
In perfect moments
Impossible to refuse

Sleep baby sleep
Now that the night is over

And the sun comes like a god
Into our room

All perfect light and promises

Gotta hold on you
A new sensation
A new sensation

Right now
Gonna take you over

A new sensation
A new sensation

Dream baby dream
Of all that's come and going

And you will find out
In the end

There really is
There really is no difference
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JOHN LENNON 
& OSCAR WILDE

“I was shy and assailed by self-doubts. There was 
something wrong with me. I was seeing things others did 
not. I had a mind at once complex, conscientious and 
poetic. I understood everything through the haze of 
hallucinations. It is frightening to be such a child since 
there will be no one to share your mind with. My 
communion was with the likes of Oscar Wilde, Dylan 
Thomas or Vincent Van Gogh. They were all hallucinated 
personalities. They were all ostracized by the society as they 
revealed their true self. This made me feel the loneliness all 
the more.” (John Lennon)
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Wilde Quotations
“A man can be happy with any woman, as long as he doesn’t love her.”

“I think that God in creating man somewhat overestimated his ability.”

“Illusion is the first of all pleasures.”

“Man is least like himself when he talks in his own person. Give him a  
  mask and he will tell you the truth.”

“Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone else’s 
opinions.”

“A thing is not necessarily true because a person dies for it.”

“A true friend stabs you in the front.”

“An idea that is not dangerous is unworthy of being called an idea at all.”

Quick Write & Share: Choose 1 quotation from the above list. Copy it and: (1) 
explain what it means and; (2) Explain why you chose it. What does it say to 
you personally? 1/2 page minimum. 7 Minutes.

Move into the group of students who chose and wrote about the same 
quotation. Exchange ideas, read your answer to the group.
Class share out loud (each group elect someone to give a group answer)
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Biography
Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde was born in Dublin, Ireland on 16 October 1854. His father 
was a successful surgeon and his mother an eccentric, a writer and a revolutionary thinker. Wilde 
was educated at Trinity College, Dublin and Magdalen College, the University of Oxford. While at 
Oxford, Wilde became involved in the aesthetic movement. A movement that believed that art and 
literature should be appreciated for art’s sake. Art is neither moral nor immoral, “it is either good 
or bad.” After he graduated, he traveled and lectured throughout the United States (including 
California) on aesthetics. When he returned to England he moved to London to pursue a literary 
career.

His writing output was wide ranging. A first volume of his poetry was published in 1881 but as well 
as composing poems, he contributed to publications such as the 'Pall Mall Gazette', wrote fairy 
tales and published a novel 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' (1891). Many believe that his greatest 
talent was for writing plays, and he produced a string of extremely popular comedies including 
'Lady Windermere's Fan' (1892), 'An Ideal Husband (1895)' and 'The Importance of Being 
Earnest' (1895). 'Salomé', his final play was performed in Paris in 1896 while he was in prison.

Drama and tragedy ruined Wilde's private life. He married Constance Lloyd in 1884 and they had 
two sons, but in 1891 Wilde began an affair with Lord Alfred Douglas, nicknamed 'Bosie'. In April 
1895, Wilde sued Bosie's father, the Marquis of Queensberry, for libel (spreading lies), after the 
Marquis had accused him of being homosexual. Wilde lost and, after details of his private life were 
revealed during the trial, was arrested and tried for gross indecency - a legal way of saying that 
his “life style” was immoral. He was sentenced to two years of hard labour. While in prison his wife 
took their children to Switzerland and adopted the name 'Holland'. He never saw his children 
again, though he desperately loved them. Wilde was released with his health irrevocably damaged 
and his reputation ruined. He spent the rest of his life in Europe, living in Paris. In the last years of 
his life he published 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol' (without using his name as the author) in 1898. 
He died in Paris on 30 November 1900. In the end he had lost his fame, his wife, his children, his 
friends, Bosie, and eventually his life at a very young age (46).
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A Bio Bubble Map

Oscar
Wilde

1

2

3

4

5

6

Place Oscar Wilde’s name in the center circle. In each of the 
remaining 6 circles, fill in (1 sentence, your own words) an event 
in his life/death that you think would help you understand him as 
a person and as a writer.
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Example Bio Bubble Map

Oscar
Wilde

1

2

3

4

5

6
Oscar Wilde died at the
age of 46 without fame,
fortune, wife, children, 
friends, or Bosie

6

Hmmm? Well, yes, I would have to agree
that this definitely would explain the way
that I felt at the end of my life. Abandoned and
alone. Fame, fortune, family, all tossed away for 
desire!  It cost me everything.
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Making Connections
Knowing about an author and his/her experiences is a first step in 
learning to appreciate and understand poems and stories. From 
the author’s experiences come the ideas that lead to books
When an author’s experiences reach down into their writings, 
they will use poetic words or characters in their stories to express 
their feelings or the lessons in life that they have learned. This is 
the author’s connection from his/her life to the literature.

When a reader (you) understands how the author felt in the 
poem, or how the character’s in his/her story changed through 
the lessons or mistakes that they made, YOU have made a 
connection also!

This connection is what literary analysis is all about. The life 
lesson a reader learns is called a THEME.  Take a look at how this 
takes place, one more time in the next slide.
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THE BASICS

The Picture of Dorian Gray was Oscar Wilde's only novel (he's mostly famous for 
his plays, poetry, and short stories), but what a novel it is! In the century or so since 
its initial publication in 1890, the fate of poor Dorian Gray has taken hold of the 
popular imagination. Dorian's story plays upon the timeless theme of selling one's 
soul in exchange for earthly pleasures and the inevitable disaster that results. 
Wilde's version of this narrative is particularly notable for its embrace of the 
hedonistic lifestyle of the Decadents, a late nineteenth century artistic movement 
that prized beauty and aesthetic experience over everything else. Dorian Gray and 
its protagonist have become synonymous with the pursuit of pleasure, regardless of 
its moral consequences. 

The novel raised quite a blizzard of scandal in its day, and had critics denouncing 
Wilde for what they perceived to be his own innate immorality – and as a result, he 
responded with the famous "Preface" to the novel (published in its second edition) 
that explained his artistic beliefs.  Altogether, The Picture of Dorian Gray reveals 
Wilde's philosophy more than any of his other works; reading it is an essential key to 
understanding his artistic mission as a whole.

The Picture of Dorian Gray
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CRITICISM & CONTROVERSY 

Overall, initial critical reception of the book was 
poor, with the book gaining "certain notoriety for 
being 'mawkish and nauseous,' 'unclean,' 
'effeminate,' and 'contaminating.'"This had 
much to do with the novel's erotic overtones, 
which caused something of a sensation amongst 
Victorian critics when first published. A large 
portion of the criticism was leveled at Wilde's 
perceived hedonism, and its distorted views of 
conventional morality. The Daily Chronicle of 30 
June 1890 suggests that Wilde's novel contains 
"one element...which will taint every young mind 
that comes in contact with it." The Scots Observer 
of 5 July 1890 asks why Wilde must "go grubbing 
in muck-heaps?” Wilde responded to such 
criticisms by curtailing some of the erotic 
overtones, and by adding six chapters to the book 
in an effort to add background.

The Picture of Dorian Gray
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DORIAN GRAY SUMMARY
Main Characters

1. Dorian Gray
The protagonist of the story. Dorian Gray enters the story as a young man. 
He is handsome, naive, and innocent. He was raised by an abusive 
grandfather and has inherited the entire estate on the death of the old man.
Dorian moves to London where he meets an artist (Basil) and a rich socialite 
(Lord Henry) whose friendships have a radical impact on his life & future.

2. Basil Hallward
The artist. Basil is talented, well known in society, and upon meeting Dorian 
he is so overwhelmed by the charisma, innocence, and undeniably good looks 
of this young man that he feels inspired to paint him. Basil’s attraction to 
Dorian is not sexual but the line is blurred, confused by feelings that Basil 
has never had towards a subject he painted. He feels shame and anxiety, 
afraid anyone who sees the painting will somehow see the artists hidden 
feelings. Basil has a good heart, is protective of Dorian, and a bit jealous.
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DORIAN GRAY SUMMARY
Main Characters

3. Lord Henry
The antagonist of the story. Lord Henry (aka “Harry”) is a brutally honest, 
skeptical, rich, and intelligent man. He is the “puppet-master” whose theory 
about life is ‘make the most of it, throw off all of society’s morals. Live life to 
its fullest and do not fear what other’s might say.’ Harry meets Dorian at 
Basil’s art studio and finds the innocent young man a perfect piece of clay to 
mold into his perfect experiment of the philosophy of self indulgence. 
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DORIAN GRAY SUMMARY
A Brief Summary

Dorian Gray, an orphaned child who was raised by an abusive grandfather 
inherits a vast estate upon the death of the old man. Dorian arrives in 
London to take possession and live in his new found wealth, but he arrives as 
a naive, innocent, inexperienced, and especia!y handsome young man. 
His beauty is first discovered by an artist, Basil Hallward, who discovers 
Dorian at a piano recital that he is giving for a charity. The artist asks Dorian 
to sit for a painting and during the process of painting the portrait, Basil 
begins to have mixed feelings towards Dorian. The relationship becomes 
closer, Basil becoming a sort of protective mentor to Dorian ... but all the 
while feeling a bit confused and ashamed that his feelings are being 
transferred as if from his soul to the paint on the canvass. 
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DORIAN GRAY SUMMARY
A Brief Summary

Enter, Lord Henry Wooton, a friend of Basil’s from their days together at the 
University of Oxford. Lord Henry (Harry) meets Dorian at the artist’s studio 
and notices that Dorian is unaware of his own beauty, clueless about the 
power such beauty could provide him with, and entirely inexperienced with 
pleasures in the world. Lord Henry takes it upon himself to use Dorian as an 
experiment of his own philosophy to enjoy life to its fullest and never think 
of the consequences. Dorian begins to believe Lord Henry the minute he 
sees his own painting, recognizing for the first time how handsome he really 
is ... also sadly aware that he will grow old and ugly while the painting will 
remain forever a young image of himself... a conflict has arisen in Dorian.
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DORIAN GRAY SUMMARY
A Brief Summary

Dorian’s friendship with Basil diminishes while the relationship with Harry grows 
stronger. Harry’s evil influence leads Dorian into a darker side of life. Basil worries 
but can do nothing to stop Dorian.

Dorian meets Sybil Vane, a young unknown actress, and falls in love (or so he 
thinks). He and Sybil get engaged but it breaks off the engagement harshly .. Sybil’s 
brother, James, vows to hunt down Dorian and seek revenge. 

Dorian changes more each day ...
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A TRAILER FOR
THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY
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